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e dropped the hook on Aug. 1 in Blaney Bay, a long, circuitous arm ol a bay
whose entrance was marked ]J:'.' a massive g].‘u'in-r. We sfn::-w]_ﬁ. poOWert X Ji.{{fla:j,
my Nordhavn 57, up to the ice shelf and cut the engine. Echoing around us was
creaking and groaning from deep inside the ice block as it slowly moved its way

toward the water. Yet alter a few minutes, we realized we were listening to the

groaning of not the glacier but something entirely different. About 75 feet off

our stern was a gathering of walruses, all bathing in the shallows of the bay.

As we broke out the camera gear, my son, Sefton, a stu
dent at the l||'|1'u.|'~ll". of ulnl..'u’ln U: T, S a lml.nr
bear half a mile down the beach. A small rise separated the
bear from the walruse 5, and ever ¥ IO anil "f.-’-""" the bear
would st o take a large snill in the walruses® direction.
We watched as the

war came closer and closer to the
herd, which was basically unaware of him. But then we had
1o start our l'l'lgil“.' Lk ..“'“E':l I:'l.".fl':'I'lir'll\|::.l .|'“'|.|.| Wi H_'ﬂl'i_'i] IhL‘
bear away from what seemed to be his next meal. Before

TOP OF THE WORLDD, Bagan tries to find open water {opening

spread), The walruses in Blaney Bay (top ) and the Nordhavn 57%
anchor sei on the tee fo keep the boat from drifting fabove ).
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he ran off, he was 100 feet away from the walruses, hun-
kered down and ready to pounce. Truth be told, T wasn't
entine |'|. 1]|~«.1[r|]-rlll'|lL « to have deterred him from his !—.l]|
this was something | wasn't very anxious to film.

.]rl'l II'H. XA ]l“:l'l_l'llll“_: Wil l]l]l--ll'“ I“"l ll 'Il'l[l I'H. !lil. ‘ll
west to Beechey Island, one of the few places in the
Northwest Pass 'uu I'd elevated to almost |:|11.1|1i: al status,
H-Ll.l.hl.". is one 111 the last known staps ui the doomed
Franklin |'1;'|Julllmn of 1845, As the short version of that
story goes, John Franklin left England in 1845 with 128
men and two ships to lind a route tllrnuuhllhn. MNorthwest
J:'.]W..!U a way Lo connect the Atlantic to the Pacific at the
top of the world. Apart from one contact made in Baffin
H.‘:}'. Franklin and his men were never seen or heard from

again. Several years after his disappearance, a search
l.".'l:i‘.ll."l'hlil.ll'l found the g!'.l'l.r.'{ll{'.t of three of Franklin's
crew as well as various artifacts on Beechey that sug
Lrvﬂh':l he was there at some i!ltﬂr'll ]-:Jcl.,n. the lmr ren ._1r1L|
hth -sicled arca is every hit as Franklin found it, and
u]llmah 1"-. left i, 164 years ago.

I've been fascinated with the Franklin Expedition for
as h:rng as | can remember, and to be anchored at one of
its last, virtually undisturbed, sites was about as power-
ful as it can get for me. We all agreed there was most
definitely a Imumiug presence on lare at Beechey. Yet it



was nothing compared to what Greg Deascentis, a diver
and underwater videographer, and [ experienced. Don-
ning our drysuits and underwater communications

'-"I. ar, Wwe llfl'l. k= 1.|I'|l' walers al Hi e |I: '|. jll'll" ||'Ili' slern Ir!.

ﬂl.n':.I..Iri'. If perhaps a few thousand pwph- have at one
point or another visited Franklin's gravesites, it's a l'.]irlfq.'
good guess that very few, if any, have been under the
water in the .1F1-I::|'n.'-;i|11.=|l.:' location of where his shiph
WETE -.uug]u in the ice for two years, If ever the abso-
lute presence of the doomed expedition was to be felt,
it was there. When l:rvg and 1 surfaced, we r-:impi:l.'
stared at one another in awe.

At l’nl.'l.'l.'h-.'r';, we started to download the Canadian lee
Service's charts on a regular basis and studied what was
|L‘||l|h'|1ir1*:'| south in Peel Sound. Twice a 1!.1:.., the service
puts out C lor-coded charts of the area, which show on a
percentage scale of 1 to 10 the current ice coverage. Yve
detected in Peel Sound what we 1.J'il.:|L|'-r|'|t miﬂlil b an « pen-
ing trend in our favor, so we l:|.|._|._L|:||.‘*{| to leave Beec |:14_1.. the
followi ing day and head to Resolute. The next morning, we
ll:ll."::_._::ﬂl'l Lo e ;I..ll.-"l. I|'||:-. '|'.|.,=|| i |::|| Our ¢ _‘-..l'u, 1!1L|l::||‘| Was .‘:1"”1'.% T |'I-|,'
governed by some very serious rules,

About 50 miles north of Resolute, pack ice started to
come into evidence. Pockets of it and J'n:_l came and went,
torcing us to slow the boat down and alter course. We
continued this way for several hours, mostly in silence

and on guard. Just outside of Resolute we realized its

EASY DOES IT. Sprague Theobald ot the helm {above right ). In one
tcrrifving [7-hour period, Bagan moved 18 miles throwgh the ice.

harbor was totally locked in by ice. We decided to head
away from Resolute and start our w ay south down Peel
Sound to get out of the pack ice [mlh The central part

I:Jj.th‘l' ’i'l.:‘i-h'l':ttl' WS :&.[i“ ]J]‘l]'l'li.ﬂ'l! |.'|'.} ]'I'Ir'll. -1 '|'I|.h‘| I0C, 50 Wil
couldn’t go much farther south. That evening, we
l.l!'c:pp-.':i the hook on the west side of Devon Island in a
small and protected cove. Immediately, we were treated
10 'Il.'." ﬁi;l" ”II-I r:IIH[Eh‘r 'I]Hlﬂl:- I?I."-_'Il' -'H'l.':l !II:"I' I.'l..ll'l' 8] ""|I'|.I':ll'l.'r
not 100 vards off, which was a massive consolation for

naot lwim__: able 1o oet into Resolute.

I:II"I-I‘.]H“. "llll I 2 I'Ih.' Ilrril"a (| H-i'l'li ||1 |'_'| f-. r:I'I'I.II fl.ll" LRI |.ll|I .|'||I1' I.;'.": Fielur] |-|J r||11_' r'\J": F.I'U.Ir".lr.n I'.'.fﬁl.'l.rj-l'r-l?ll 1 |||1|- [ = l;||!l||||!n|_'J r||||_' ."'¢'| |r|!hl||.1_'-..[ .F'.,n -",nrq_'_' ol " Ilrrf\ hﬂnl_
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DANGEROUS DMVE. Greg Deascentis, an experienced diver and underwater videographer, swims out to a small berg in the Passage for filming.

.["".l't- thi' next "‘l"l.l"."-lll {l.l'\"ﬁ Wit '1||:l'|."| I"l I'lf'l'l}l]ll_‘\l[:l O W ﬂ_"|.
south from small cove to small cove, getting about as
close to the prac k ice in the Central ]’amagu_ as we could.
We were in a small bay just off Pandora Island when 1
received an e-mail from Peter Semotiuk, a radio opera
tor in Cambridge Bay who has been advising boats about
ice in the ""l'ﬁ.lgl' for many years. Peter and 1 had been

e-mailing for a few weeks, o healn ays kept us apprised
of conditions, In this ¢-mail, he '~1|1'|[}|\' stated, “The ice in
the Central |:':I.'~r-..ly.' may not open for two more weeks.
Keep an eye on the ice off Resolute, as it can start down
Peel Sound and trap vou in." What had been a fear and
concern that, up until this point, resided only on paper
under “Plan B" was now starting to take on a form and
lile. The monster under the bed hvgan to stir. That r:lghl,
Clinton EI-u'tull, O -;'..1|:|t.‘|i:'|, and | discussed head-back
dates and plans. IF we were still in Peel Sound on Sept. |
we would tr y 1o head back the 3,000 miles to New ]m]t
Rhode Island our starting point. If we were not past
ﬂmlll'idg:' |!.1:!.' |1n;|.' Hl'J]t. 8. we would do the same. This

¢-mail and subsequent planning marked the beginning of

a |ut'|g streteh of little _~.:|.,=r,~|~.. and dee M.

ONLINE EXCLUSIVE. Check out additional pictures of this epic
vovage at our website, motorboaling.com,
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Two days later, still off Pandora Island, we downloaded
the newest ice chart, where we saw what .]]alamn-d to be
the th'gimling of a lead :J]J;'niug up on the east side of Peel
Sound. What had been nine-tenths was now seven-tenths.
We decided to stage farther south to try to take adv antage
of the opening if and u]'un it occurred. On Aug. 13, we
macde the move

sley Inlet and :|rnp[u'11 the
hook there to wait. That m-t-ning's ice chart was amazing:
There was a clear lead on the east side of Peel Sound,
which ran all the way down to and past King William
Island. The next morning, we headed off. It was at this
point the monster under the bed 1r11|-, came to life, crawled
out and stood in bront of us, E|]||11Lth1 room with its pow
er and -1I1]11‘_'|th What the charts showed to be ice-free was
now belore us slowly turning into two-tenths coverage. It
b L& t"'r' ll““. kl'r WO k‘l “.‘I ]t"‘ L .]"u L]IJ Lin r:|||:1l‘ T ['I.Il'l"l 1"- 1!'_[“_ I\.]"ﬁ
as it filled in front of us, it came in behind us, blocking any
retreat to the north, Our forward progress was irmirmeddi-
3 knots or less and, at that, resembled
m:ﬂ]ling n*nu}lrl}' suggest ir1|1_,_|h a :itr;light line.

ately reduced to 2

At first, ChaunceyTanton, a former professional snow-
boarder and financial advisor, and Sefton stood on the
radar arch calling out the small openings to take while
Greg; Dominique Tanton, our first mate (and Chauncey’s
'-\Ilr.} and I fended the ice off the boat with |:|uh=1 W :1.h
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LI f' MIRNEY, Theabald and his erew staried in ."-.'nr;-nn. Rhode fsland, and then went info the Arciic
Circle to complete their voyage through the Northwest Passage, The dotted line remains to be covered,

[J 1) |I{ll'rl'|.1i !'-l'] | [ [ll!{‘.' (LR .!!l rosl -'lh,'l] ir]ln E'.,'ll:_'l'l W1 I'l r 1:‘{ l'!l”!'i-i-
tions. For seven hours, we all settled into where we fit
most |1.1ll.|.r.1l|~.' | was at the wheel {ii'am'unr was going 1o
damage the b at, | wanted it to be me). Chauncey and
Selton fended ice off the bow while Dominigque ._1r1r] Gireg
14 H'FL. canre "j I.I'Il. stern. l I“I.IUJI :"\-"J”ﬂl Can lIlI. .Il'l.'l"lI| ]|'|'| rL1r1

L = =

j”]’ .I]I.':l. "-"Lili”,\!_-!. [RLIR 1|I':' Ve I.'h.]lll":ll.ll}[ |I."|_'Hi"‘i_

Io l!.n.'l'.'i‘.l forward progress going we had 1o ask the un-
thinkable of Bagan. We utilized it not only as an ice-breaker,
but also as a ll:;__[. We'd ;¢'r1t!_1. move up ._1‘!__Ih.'l'i|'|:'-:| the Hoe
blocking our path, make contact and then pour on the
coals, The noise was terrily iuf,__::, horrific, Never Em.'.'inl_[ been
in a situation like this, 1 didn't know how much the boat
[ Il]l[l t-'lkl'.-l-hli" Ft-lhiliﬂ'h"'l""\- WwWonre t"‘{l“ﬁﬁt‘ii JA% W [" As 1_|"||;,' F'H"i I'|':|
and rudder. Every time 1 applied the throttle, | expected
the worst, Fog had come and gone all day, and at abour
3 p.m. it IHHU! in for '-'I.Hl-'l! As h.Jr'ﬂ as it was to hind a lead
and then reposition ﬁuHuu to take advantage of it, now the
|'r:'..,f kl.'p-t us from seeing any lead that was more than 50

vards away, Our course became more and more erratic,

our bac Lmu an] |1H|I1II less and less ellective, By |J|||1]m“||1

¢ had mmph*l:]t run out of options. We had gone 18
|'|I||'."‘*- “I | { |'|';:I'i.|.r:‘~. 1||l1|rl. WL lr.llhlh. ‘|.| iy & |I||'|l"|l i“_ll.‘- hll'. "1
of ice that was 1 to 4 feet thick, and we could do nothing
about it We all .!grm'ﬂ the best course ol action was to
dl'np the hook on the ice that was |:|:|'¢'-'u'i| clg.!in-d our how
1I.[II.| ir 'l. [N '\-:'l.l SOITIC *1|.|. ) i'l |. Wasn I .]l‘.lh_ R, I'Elr SOIMIC YT '|.
dark and 1:|I'~1[:II]!'I:II'.-__ hours, [ had to acknowledge and give
LaR] | I:‘-Il‘l‘l r.1|:|-::||1 L a viery l:l]:‘ﬂ ur I““E (8| Iiléﬂl]]l{, =

The next I'ﬂul']'ﬂ'ng ';.'u' walked -ul:lt onto the ice and took
stock of our predicament. By all accounts, Bagan had suf
fered VeTY little Ll:'ll'l'l.igl." the |1ig]Ll before. That afternoon
the ship’s computer and GPS showed us the inconceiv-
able: Where we were once a mile and a hall off the beach,
we were now only half a mile off, and the pressure ice
h“i]‘]i"g HE} e ORI WSl wWas "i!ﬂ:l".". J:I. I]l.l:‘*:hi.il.g s ROy Llr'l.l thi.'
rocks. We all gathered in the pilothouse to make the

hardest vel .'-iil1'l|!|'.':'~'l decision
I've ever had to make: Stay put
.“'ll.l h.'l'l.l' |h.‘|.' |'H ¥l l;il""ll.l"l F'i.'li'll (RN

the rocks or try to face west

5 -;ll'l.':l I"I‘ll!*]l O Way ol IFI |1..| I'I.FLZ.'
3 e ing equally as much damage.
We started the engine and
e pushed west. In five hours, we
1 e | .
" {santwich Bay managed to get three miles ofl
£
1 the beach and once again b
] came firmly stuck. Once more,
".Iﬂllﬂt with mmpl: te despondenc Y, We
: l]'l'“i':l!':ll. I:l Ih{ I'I”IFL, fl]l':! ‘1|L I“ .IZL{
“Newport upon waking, | had one of the

st |rm"|1iﬁrml mornings o
r:||1. ]li‘l ‘i‘i I'I.l. i I LAl Hl'l L 1.]“
]11|Hl|1rrl1.'~l. Chauncey and Do
minique were !'LLHM|L~I:| around
the computer. The GPS showed we had drifted with the ice
V0N ”lill.'?i: Ty 11]'.' Hll]1.|:|, .I'I."I-'.,'l.}' jll'l:“'l.'l lﬂ]“t. .":-c'l.'u.'r.l| |IHI_II""C
later, Chauncey came down to my cabin and told me the
raclar showed no ice ahead of us, Afver he left, 1 was blasted

with emotion. All the terror, angst and despondency of the

|].,1I-|'|_ 1"1-".'{? ll.]:'. 5 ”I::II H.llll'd CHLT I::II. e,

Two days later, we were in Gjoa Haven licking our
wounds, and after that was Cambridge Bay, where [ was
finallv able to meet up with Peter to thank him for his
continued e-mails of support and advice.

On .'Ill.llé_". 30 we crossed our “offical unolficial” exit of
the Morthwest Passage at the 130th meridian, Dominique
I i..'l.l.l‘l' F l:'.lJ{‘l' |:i:l.1 I'-'..'I.'Il"‘i-!'i- .'Ill.lli"ﬁkl‘]. ..'l!"l tI‘Il'l'l_' Wl o VETY if!l:."l LIS
vet subdued on-board celebration. We had done it. We had
transited the Northwest 1‘.1.~i.-;.|:,_:14'. the full ;l'm'i[}' ol which
probably won't hit me until this winter, On Sept, 4, we
arrived in Barrow, Alaska, |||..1rhir'|g our entry back into the
United States, which we had left back on June 16. For me,

||'I.I| Wl ads ::_!UEM'I | I.i'i'li'llﬁ_:'_ b '|.|'II.'I'I." ever -:_'Eill_l]ll ]14.'! L

For more iFr ey, J!'llr'.lll.!lh' |”h.]I I.'h.llq_'l:'. H‘n.?' o ri'\i|H'.|I'|IIq_"-'d'i'h]'i-n_ﬁ“l_‘fi..llﬂ‘]_i'l'ﬂil_

VICTORY. The crew celelsrares, From Jl:'ll'l.'.'r;lr:wur Thcabald; ‘l'-e_'ll'rl-u:i'”h.'\-lh.hlq.rr
ﬁurli.llr'qm' funton; Clinton Balroen; Clawene l Tanton; G regl Deascentis.
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